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A very warm welcome to our Autumn 2017 edition of the TADSS newsletter. You will see from 

the articles and information on courses contained in these pages that our alliance continues 

to strengthen and to offer support to other schools in an increasingly wide range of subjects 

across the special educational needs and disabilities spectrum. If you would like to come to 

one of our training days, you would like guidance with one of your SEND pupils or you would 

like to arrange some special needs training in your school, then please do get in touch. Have 

a good Autumn Term!  Andrew Penman, Chair of TADSS 

TADSS newsnewsnews   

‘An Introduction to Using the Structured 

TEACCH  approach with Children and 

Young People across  the  Autism 

Spectrum’ 

 

Monday 13th and Tuesday 

14th 

 November 2017 

                    Durweston Village Hall 

LED BY: 

Mary Pittman, Project Leader at 

REACCH, is certified as an Advanced 

Consultant Trainer by the UNC 

TEACCH program of North Carolina. 

TEACCH Practitioner. 

‘It's Different for Girls’ 
A day of learning for parents, education, 
social and health practitioners to 
develop knowledge and understanding 
of how Autism Spectrum Disorder affects 

the lives of female pupils and 
how we can empower them to 
learn, accept themselves and 
lead happy lives.      

 10th November 2017 

Hethfelton House, Wareham, 
Dorset BH20 6HS    9.30 - 3.30 

Led by: Sarah Wild , Headteacher of Limpsfield 

Grange School, Surrey, which caters for the 

needs of girls with autism.   Sarah Hendrickx was 

diagnosed autistic with  Asperger syndrome at the 

age of 43— Sarah speaks openly about  her wide 

and varied  life.  



A VERY SPECIAL VISITOR! 

 

Westfield staff and staff from our TADSS partner schools were treated 

to an inspiring talk from top Paralympian, Baroness Tanni Grey-

Thompson at our annual staff conference in April 2017. 

Tanni described her success in terms of resilience, teamwork and hard 

work.  She now continues her work in the House of Lords with a view to 

reducing barriers to success for all people with disabilities.     

One common response from the feedback for Tanni’s talk was how 

hearing about this kind of life experience encourages empathy, 

encouragement and hope for all of life’s struggles—as educators and 

individuals.  Things we can all take back to the classroom.  

RECENT NEWS 

TADSS SHORTS—FRIDAY AFTERNOONS TO GET YOU THINKING!, You can learn 

a lot in two hours and our TADSS Shorts are designed to give info and support on 

aspects of SEND , delivered by experienced classroom colleagues who share their 

knowledge and tips for supporting pupils. Some comments from recent SHORTS:  

“Wow! Real food for thought “  “                Amazing information, helpful and stimulating.  

“very informative and eye opening”       “learning lots of great tips! “I feel I have learnt a lot in a short 

space of time “   ““Learning the shocking facts and stats re FASD and understanding more about 

impact of premature births “  “Lovely to have the support of TADSS “     “Practical activities to 

implement immediately “   TADSS SHORTS RESUME IN SEPTEMBER... 

TADSS INITIAL TEACHER TRAINING SUCCESS The TADSS teacher training partnership  

celebrated the success of all five trainees on the 

programme, hard work rewarded by 100% pass 

rate and jobs for the candidates.  

In addition, one of our candidates was given the 

Ted Wragg award for outstanding teacher trainee ! 

A new group of trainees begins 

training in September 2017. 

Research  & Development  News The Research & Development Committee has had an exciting 

year with large projects undertaken by Mountjoy, Westfield and Yewstock Schools. These  

include Beach Schools and the impact of taking learning into a new environment, another project in 

conjunction with Bournemouth University examining how to engage pupils with SEN in STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths), and also an investigation into developing  

independence in a special school setting. All three pieces of research have been successful and 

have highlighted the potential in our learners. Write-ups are published on the TADSS website. 

The committee has also introduced ‘mini-projects’ as a way of encouraging colleagues to record the 

thing that all teachers do, trial and error. There is evidence that the best way to improve  

practice is through micro-enquiries. This year we are hoping to promote this in order to encourage 

engagement with research, however small-scale, and to ensure outstanding practice and innovation 

is shared amongst the five Dorset special schools and further afield. Gill Howard  (Chair)  



Coming up …. 

A TADSS SHORT SERIES ‘Let's talk about …death &   

bereavement’ 
DORFORD CENTRE, DORCHESTER DT1 1RR 

Friday 13th October,  
Friday 8th December 2017  
and Friday 19th January 2018  

  1.30 – 3.30 
Session 1:  Supporting children, including 

pupils with SEND, with the issues of 

bereavement, grief and loss 

Session 2:  Helping staff to professionally manage bereavement, grief and loss  

Session 3: Preparing your school - policies, procedures and a curriculum  

TADSS SHORTS 
 Positive Learning Environments for Pupils with Down’s 

     6TH OCTOBER 2017 

      WESTFIELD ARTS COLLEGE, LITTLEMOOR ROAD, WEYMOUTH DT3 6AA 

      1.30 – 3.30PM 

 Topics covered will include: 

Reading and language development  

Speech and Language issues 

Transition 

Self-esteem, friendships and social 
awareness 

 INTRODUCTION TO SUPERVISION 
24TH NOVEMBER 2017 

DORFORD CENTRE, DORCHESTER DT1 1RR 

  1.30 – 3.30 

This workshop will cover: 

An understanding of the benefits of supervision 

The principles behind supervision and how this 
positively impacts on outcome 

 An outline of the process and procedures 
needed to implement supervision  

 

 

Event leader:  Wendy 
O'Carroll An accomplished 
speaker, Wendy provides 
motivational and informa-
tive lectures/presentations 
to large and small groups of 
professionals involved in education,. 

Event leader:  Sarah Helton is the author  

of 'Remembering Lucy: A Story about Loss 

and Grief in a School' and 'A Special Kind 

of Grief'  She has 20+ years of 

SEND experience and an out-

standing track record in a  

diverse range of roles . 

Event leader:  Jackie Shanks,  
Head Teacher at Mountjoy 
School and a National  
College SLE . 
Previously, she was the 
Head Teacher of two other 
schools;  a day maintained 
SEBD school and an  
independent school for 
 pupils with complex needs, where she was 
also responsible for the management of 
five care locations, responsible for the  
supervision of Residential Care Managers  

 



TADSS TWILIGHTS & INSETTADSS TWILIGHTS & INSETTADSS TWILIGHTS & INSET   

Training developed and delivered by TADSS practitioners who have a wealth of  

experience and knowledge of ways to understand, support and teach pupils.   

AUTISTIC SPECTRUM DISORDER  
This two hour training aims to increase staff awareness,  

confidence and effectiveness and is best delivered as a whole school staff 

training or for large groups of staff (can be from more than one school) so 

that it supports  embedding of best practice within the school culture 

It covers:  

 Understanding of how ASD impacts on aspects of pupils lives. 

 Consideration of the ways in which pupils with ASD learn best, advice and tips for the classroom  

 Strategies to reduce anxiety and positively support more appropriate behaviours 

 Considering language, communication and planning for support 

 Working with the parents of pupils with ASD  

 Problem solving   

BEING SENSORY AWARE AND RESPONSIVE 
Designed from a classroom point of view, this training aims to increase staff awareness, confidence 

and effectiveness and is best delivered as a whole school staff training or for large groups of staff 

(can be from more than one school) so that it supports  embedding of best practice within the school 

culture. It will cover:   

  An overview of the 7 areas of the sensory system  

 Behaviours students may show if they have difficulties in any of these areas 

  

 Ideas for strategies and resources, including examples of resources 

  

 Suggestions for further research—books, websites and DVDs which may be 

helpful 

TADSS Teaching School  Staff We are your main point of  contact for TADSS and 

look forward to hearing from you.  Even if we don’t know the answer we can point you 

in the right direction!  Please let us know if there are any aspects of SEND that you 

would like training events set up  for.  

Annie Baddiley, Nichola Chitson and  Clare Mackavoy  

tadss@westfield.dorset.sch.uk      www.tadss.co.uk   FB: Teaching alliance of Dorset  

Special Schools    Twitter: @tadss_send  

BECOME A TADSS ASSOCIATE 
TADSS associate offer: £150 per year brings:  

 1 free place on the TADSS annual conference.  Further places are available for a reduced cost 

 10% discount on all other TADSS events 

 10% discount on bookings made from the TADSS Training and Support Directory 

 Opportunity to join subject leader working groups 

Contact: tadss@westfield.dorset.sch.uk for further info  


