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It is a pleasure for me to write a few words of introduction for our Spring 2017 TADSS 

newsletter. As you will see from the articles that follow, the Teaching Alliance of Dorset 

Special Schools (TADSS) continues to grow strongly. From its foundation in excellent practice 

in the five Dorset special schools, the alliance is touching the professional lives of an ever-

increasing cohort of ainstream schools, health workers and social care staff.  

Our first primary/SEND School Direct teacher trainees will complete their courses this 

summer and in the year to April 2017 our outreach teachers have supported mainstream 

colleagues in over 100 primary and secondary schools throughout the region. Our courses 

and conferences have continued to gather a strong reputation for being highly focused, well delivered and good 

value for money. Spare places for our 350 delegate conference in April on high aspirations for pupils with SEND 

(Keynote Speaker: Dame Tanni Grey-Thompson) were snapped up months ago, for instance. 

If you would like your school to benefit from associate membership of TADSS please get in touch. Our 

Subscription Offer includes access to SEND curriculum focus groups, free conference tickets, an invitation to 

spend a day in one of our schools, discounted training activities, etc. We look forward to hearing from you.  

Andrew Penman, Chair                                                                                                              www.tadss.co.uk  

TADSS newsnewsnews   

For details of all our courses and events, contact bookings.tadss@westfield.dorset.sch.uk  

 ‘ACCESSING PLAY FOR ALL’ 
A day exploring the importance of play for children 

with SEND and how it can benefit their learning.  

15 May 2017,  
The Blandford Children’s Centre, Black Lane, 

Blandford Camp, Blandford Forum DT11 8SW 

‘WALKING THE WALK’ 

A Middle Leaders Training day  

Tuesday, 9th May 

Durweston Village Hall Church Road,  

Durweston, Blandford Forum DT11 0QA 

 
‘THE DREAM TEAM’ 

 
Leadership Development for Team Leaders 

22nd May, 12th & 26th June, 10th July 2017 
 

Weymouth & Portland National Sailing  

Academy, Osprey Quay, Portland DT5 1SA 

‘COMPLEX NEEDS ‘ 
– the changing face of learning disabilities in 

Foetal Alcohol Syndrome (FASD) and Pre term 

children 

FRIDAY 12TH MAY, DORFORD CENTRE,  

DORCHESTER DT1 1RR,   1.30 – 3.30 



FEELING RIGHT, LEARNING WELL 

WITH NERYS HUGHES 

‘LEADING FROM THE HEART’ 

Middle Leaders course  with Dr Mick McGhee 
“I have thought about scrutinizing student work and how I 

could implement a more robust system.” 

“Excellent insight into the workings of Ofsted.” 

“Focused session and great opportunity to share 

observation recording and teaching and learning.” 

“Ofsted myths busted” “Better informed answers if 

questioned by inspectors.” 

Clearer understanding of learning evidence rather than 

teaching” 

RECENT EVENTS 

LETS GET PHYSICAL!  

Best practice PE for pupils with SEND 
"PE is fun and SO purposeful!"    "Great day, many thanks"   "PE can be 

a vehicle for achieving personal learning goals"   

  "A good mixture of information and practical ideas"  

"I've come away rethinking how I deliver PE lessons - fun and 

informative.."  

Twenty two colleagues from special and mainstream schools joined 

this TADSS course at the Weymouth and Portland Sailing Academy 

recently and had a great day. Matt Lloyd from Create Development shared fun games, inclusive 

practice and ideas for celebrating achievement of all participants in a PE session.  Ros McGill 

from Beaucroft Special School gave invaluable advice about helping pupils with ASD overcome 

their anxieties around PE and Sue Marshall from Wyvern Academy delivered in depth knowledge 

about the MOVE programme and philosophy for pupils with disabilities.  

My awareness has improved greatly as has my  

understanding.  So many familiar stories / case studies, 

not just thinking of our schoolchildren but my own son! Fantastic course and inspiring 

speaker.  I wish my whole 

school team could have had 

this training! 

Engaging and inspiring. Amazing 

venue 

Lots to learn about the science 

behind sensory processing  

disorders  

A fantastic event. So many "oh 

so that's why “moments. A 

really rewarding course 



tadss teamwork—committees in action  

TADSS Initial Teacher Training   
Thirty one schools are involved in our teaching training partnership work , along with the University of 

Exeter, creating a collaborative network across Dorset to support trainee Primary teachers with 

placements, interview practice, subject expertise, etc.  We were granted five places for the year 

2016/2017 and have achieved a raise to seven placements for 2017/2018.  This years students 

have reported high satisfaction with the course which has been designed to give a high quality , 

supportive training with good SEND practice as a substantial feature. This is a very successful 

extension of TADSS work and is likely to expand further.  

Continuing Professional Development  
This committee continues to go from strength with reps from all our TADSS 

schools attending to support training and skills development for special and main-

stream staff. A large part of the work is in preparation for the annual TADSS Staff 

conference and hats off to Nichola Chitson for securing Tanni Grey-Thompson as 

this years keynote speaker.  Innovations this year have included the TADSS 

Shorts—Friday afternoons on a topic of interest relating to SEND good practice—

and a growth in TADSS twilights—an offer to mainstream colleagues for staff team 

training on subjects such as ASD . Day conferences have been well received and 

we  continue to work on responding to current concerns and up to date knowledge 

for the benefit of pupils with Special needs and their settings. 

Leadership Development  
This committee meets regularly to explore ways in which we can encourage staff in TADSS schools to 

develop their skills and potential as leaders. Staff have taken part in ‘shadowing’ and internship 

opportunities to see what the next ‘step up’ might look like and what leadership looks like on a day to 

day basis. The current focus is to support Middle Leaders and SENCOs within TADSS and mainstream 

settings. With this in mind we have developed two day conferences on different aspects of working 

within the heart of the school, both in terms of monitoring and inspection and working effectively with 

other members of the staff team. Watch this space for further developments... 

Research & Development 
A small committee, that would welcome more members, this has an 

important role to play in ensuring TADSS schools keep abreast of 

fresh ideas, explore changes in practice and share our knowledge 

with each other.  From TA tips  on our Facebook page, to research 

projects, there is so much to be gained from sharing and trying out 

new ideas, exploring a question of concern, etc. Current projects are 

Beach Schools learning, Independence in special schools and a STEM 

project with Bournemouth University students.  

School to School support  
Curriculum networking is a key aspect of this committees work and the TADSS conference 2017 gives 

an opportunity for colleagues to link up and work together. PSHE co-ordinators across TADSS schools 

have recently met up to create a scheme of work which is fit for purpose in our special schools. 

Colleagues with expertise in ASD and Sensory Needs are working on training packages for 

mainstream colleagues and Learning Walks continue to be an essential part of sharing good practice. 

We are commissioned by DCC to deliver Outreach advice for pupils in Dorset and have taken on 151 

referrals in the past two years. Evaluation of the service is high:  

“ A superb outreach worker who has supported morale and staff knowledge and understanding” 



OUTREACH 
TADSS has been commissioned by 

Dorset County Council to provide 

Outreach support for mainstream 

schools in our area.  Each of our five 

schools has a team of experienced 

teachers able to visit, observe and advise 

colleagues in providing the best  learning 

environment/experiences/support for individual pupils with SEND in 

the High Needs block.  We can also offer support for ICT 

assessments in association with Dorset County Council.  

For further info contact tadss@westfield.dorset.sch.uk  

TADSS staff team  

We are your main point of  

contact for TADSS and look forward to 

hearing from you.  Even if we don’t 

know the answer we can point you in 

the right direction!  Please let us know 

if there are any aspects of SEND that you would like training events set up for or 

inreach/internship enquiries.  

Annie Baddiley (Admin) , Nichola Chitson and  Clare Mackavoy (Co-ordinators) 

tadss@westfield.dorset.sch.uk  Tel: 01305 833518  Website: www.tadss.co.uk  

How can we help? 

Please  like and follow Teaching Alliance of Dorset Special Schools  

TADSS TRAINING OFFERS 
Our mission is to help all pupils with SEND in Dorset, in whatever way we can and we 

are constantly looking for ways to support our mainstream colleagues with a variety of 

training offers.  We can arrange twilights and staff training sessions on subjects such 

as Autism, behaviour and early years.  

Keep an eye on our website for our latest training events and contact us if you would 

welcome some training in your school or for a group of schools on a subject related to 

SEND.  We have experienced staff with a deep knowledge who can deliver advice and 

training .  

 

 Coming soon—Dorset Steps, foundation knowledge in understanding and  

responding to behaviour within settings. The course explores a therapeutic model for 

understanding and responding to behaviours.*  

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2Ff%2Fff%2FFacebook_logo_36x36.svg%2F36px-Facebook_logo_36x36.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3AFacebook_logo_36x3

