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After four years of designation as a teaching school alliance, TADSS 

continues to grow from strength to strength – as you will see from this newsletter. In the last 

12 months  174 colleagues  have attended one of our SEND related training courses  we 

have provided school to school support to 50 mainstream schools seeking guidance on how 

to provide for children with learning and behaviour needs and we are gearing up for our first 

5 School Direct teacher trainees in September. In addition, we have supported the 

development of school leaders across the alliance and engaged in a number of interesting 

research projects. If you would like to know more about the work of TADSS, attend one of our 

courses or get involved in some other way, please have a look at our website 

(www.tadss.co.uk) . 

TADSS newsnewsnews   

For details of all our courses and events, contact bookings.tadss@westfield.dorset.sch.uk  

‘FEELING RIGHT, LEARNING WELL’ 

Sensory processing difficulties and strategies to support 

learning  with Nerys Hughes, Specialist Occupational 

Therapist of ‘Whole Child Therapy’ team.  
 

24th November 2016 
9.30—4.00  

Hethfelton House, Wareham, 
Dorset BH20 6HS 

 

Morning—a dynamic workshop that 

discusses and explores the 

experiences for a child with sensory processing 

difficulties.  Considering how to provide a supportive 

environment at school. 

Afternoon—this session looks at strategies and 

techniques which can be used in everyday life to help 

children with sensory processing difficulties engage in 

learning, play and everyday activities. 

‘MEET THE AUTHOR’ 

“When the hospital registrar told Henny Beaumont that 
her baby might have Down’s Syndrome, she knew the 
diagnosis would change her life forever” 

THURSDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER 

6.00—8.00  

THOMAS HARDYE SCHOOL 

LIBRARY 

£5 ON THE DOOR, WINE AND 

CANAPES, ALL PROFITS TO 

UPSANDDOWNS SOUTHWEST. 

 

Come and hear writer and illustrator Henny 

Beaumont who will be sharing her book with us.  

http://www.tadss.co.uk


‘Let’s Talk About Sex’ - 7th June 2016 
“We will be reviewing how we assess our pupils' knowledge of sexual health and development using 

some new materials seen on display today.” “ I intend to look at the curriculum to ensure LGBT 

issues addressed thoroughly.”   Billy's talk on sexual health opened a whole different aspect of 

sexual health and their relationships with themselves.” 

 

31 colleagues gathered at Durweston Village Hall 

for a day of up to date learning about sexuality and 

health, gender issues and how to support sex 

education in our schools. 

Billy Clarke, from the ‘Over the Rainbow’ project in 

Bournemouth, provided an excellent session on 

Sexuality and Gender with aspects of sexual 

health covered along with understanding of 

current LGTB and transsexual knowledge. Natalie 

Hawker from DCC shared case studies on how to 

recognise where support is needed or action to protect a youngster.  

TADSS CONFERENCE 2016 
320 TADSS staff attended the 

conference this year and  enjoyed 

a range of workshops delivered 

by colleagues on a range of 

subjects from Forest schooling to  

Music Therapy to Multi Sensory  

curriculums.  We expanded our 

knowledge  of Down Syndrome and visual impairments with guest speakers,  

Wendy O’Carroll (South West UpsandDowns) and Dr Maggie Woodhouse (Cardiff University).  

RECENT EVENTS 

Downs Syndrome in the 21st century  
“Was a very good day. Wendy was very clear and I am going away with a lot of excellent information. 

Maggie was excellent as well. Learnt a lot.” “ Passionate speakers full of knowledge and a desire to share 

it - really glad I came.” 

Colleagues from mainstream and special schools met for a day of learning about Downs 

Syndrome and how to help these pupils achieve their potential.  

Wendy O’Carroll from UpsandDowns Southwest delivered a fascinating insight into the best ways 

to help these youngsters engage with reading, writing and the curriculum whilst Dr Maggie 

Woodhouse explained how addressing visual difficulties can unlock learning.  A shocking number 

of pupils have undiagnosed sight problems.  There were opportunities for Q and A, a supportive 

atmosphere between participants  and all went home with some new strategies to try in class. 



Coming up …. 

TADSS SHORTS 2016/2017  
DORFORD CENTRE, DORCHESTER  

 
TADSS SHORTS ARE A SERIES OF AFTERNOON 
COURSES ON ASPECTS OF SPECIAL NEEDS, 
RUNNING THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR.   
 
 
 
TADSS TWILIGHTS 
AFTER SCHOOL TRAINING SESSIONS AVAILABLE 
FOR GROUPS OF STAFF ON A RANGE OF TOPICS, 
INCLUDING AUTISM, SENSORY NEEDS AND 
COMMUNICATION.  

TADSS Initial Teacher Training  Partnership is launched... 

The summer term has been busy for the ITT committee with most schools giving experience 

opportunities to trainee teachers nearing the end of their training year and getting ready for our 5 

trainees starting in September.  We have met with them to clarify the arrangements for the 1st 

September onwards.  They are full of energy, enthusiasm and keen to start their training.   

 

Debbi will be based at Westfield for her main placement and will be going to a mainstream school for 

her second placement.  Elliott, Katherine and Lucy are all in village schools for their first placements, 

with a special school second placement.  Louisa has opted for 2 mainstream placements but will also 

be visiting the special schools in order to extend her knowledge and experience of special needs.  This 

means all the schools in the alliance will be involved in training these new recruits to the profession.  

 

We are asking for between 10 and 15 training places for 2017/18 and hope to hear early in 

September if we have been successful. Thanks to everyone involved in setting up this exciting 

TADSS SHORT 

INTRODUCTION TO SELF HARM 

7TH OCTOBER 2016, 1.30 – 3.30 

                                                   DORFORD CENTRE, DORCHESTER DT1 1RR   

When children and young people deliberately self-harm it is a very  
distressing experience for all who support and work with the young  
person.  This workshop will cover: 
 An understanding of the different reasons why this behaviour can  
          occur 
 Ways to manage and reduce self-harm 
 Basic principles of managing distress and self-injurious behaviour 

 

Event leader:  Jackie Shanks, Head Teacher at Mountjoy School and a National College SLE.    
Jackie has wide experience and deep knowledge of teaching and working with pupils with complex 
emotional needs and behaviour.   £35, refreshments provided.  

TADSS MIDDLE LEADERS TRAINING DAY 

Tuesday, November 8th 2016 

9.30—3.30  

Dorford Centre, Bridport Road, Dorchester, DT1 

Support and advice on: 

 Lesson observations and constructive 

feedback to colleagues 

 Data analysis and impact on your area of 

responsibility 

 Work scrutiny  

 Ofsted inspections—how to be well 

prepared. 

 Defining my roles and responsibilities  

 

CONTACT  
tadss@westfield.dorset.sch.uk for  
further info on any aspect of our work, 
courses and training  



OUTREACH 
TADSS has been commissioned by 

Dorset County Council to provide 

Outreach support for mainstream 

schools in our area.  Each of our five 

schools has a team of experienced 

teachers able to visit, observe and advise 

colleagues in providing the best learning environment / experiences 

/support for individual pupils with SEND in the High Needs block.  

We can also offer support for ICT assessments in association with 

Dorset County Council.  

For further info contact: outreach.tadss@westfield.dorset.sch.uk    

TADSS Skills Directory 

Support, practical advice and training from TADSS 

classroom teaching staff.  

Topics covered: 
Autistic Spectrum Disorder and Communication Needs, Behaviour 

Management , Classroom Learning and SEND, Key Stage 4 and Post 16, 

Early Years, Leadership Support ,Supporting Families, Using ICT to 

support learning and Using the Arts for pupils with SEND.  

 

Contact tadss@westfield.dorset.sch.uk  for your very own 

copy!  

TADSS Teaching School  

We are your main point of  

contact for TADSS and look forward to 

hearing from you.  Even if we don’t 

know the answer we can point you in 

the right direction!  Please let us know 

if there are any aspects of SEND that 

you would like training events set up for 

or inreach/internship  

Annie Baddiley, Nichola Chitson and  

Clare Mackavoy 

tadss@westfield.dorset.sch.uk 

Tel: 01305 833518 

How can we help? 

Please find, ‘like’ and follow   

‘Teaching Alliance of Dorset Special 

Schools’  on Facebook and on Twitter 

(occasional tweets!) Website: 

www.tadss.co.uk 
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